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The Irish came to the Ottawa Valley in the thousands. Many came 

because they had no choice. To remain in Ireland was to starve, 

whereas to come to Upper Canada, often with passage assisted by 

the British government, at least afforded a fighting chance.  
 

The first settlers of Morphy’s Falls, now Carleton Place, were Irish. 

Arriving in 1819, the Morphy group consisted of Edmond, his wife 

Barbara, and their eight children, who hailed from County  

Tipperary. Two of their sons married Irish girls in 1820, daughters 

of the incoming families of Thomas and George Willis.  
 

Also arriving in 1819 were the Moore family, from County Antrim. 

Several of William Moore’s children later married into the McNeely  

family, also from County Antrim.  
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“Only an Irish Boy or Andy Burke's Fortunes And Misfortunes 
By Horatio Alger, Jr., published in 1874 
 
“Irish Chain” quilt sewn of men’s shirt fabric by Hazel  
Crawford in 1980 
 
Label for “Finnigan’s Irish Red” beer, brewed by Hart Brewing 
Company of Carleton Place in 1993 
 
Pack of three "High Grade Irish Lawn Handkerchiefs",  
Made in Ireland 
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A menu handwritten and illustrated by Nursing Sister 
Evelyn Wilson in 1918 and donated to the Museum 
by Jan Ferguson in 2017. 

At the time, Wilson was serving as Matron of No. 3 
Canadian Stationary Hospital, which had landed at 
West Mudros, Greece in August 1915. 

Born in Carleton Place in 1877, Wilson trained for a 
nursing career at the New York Post Graduate  
Hospital and by 1913 was superintendent of the 
Stamford Hospital School of Nursing in Connecticut.  
At the outbreak of WWI. She left her teaching  
position to enlist in the Canadian Army Medical Corps 
as a Nursing Sister. She was given the rank of Matron 
and sent overseas in March of 1915.  
 
Wilson was honoured with the Bar to the Royal Red 
Cross for exceptional nursing care for Service Under 
Fire, one of only four women to ever receive such an 
honour.  
 
 

Wilson remained in the military until her demobilization in 
November 1919 when she returned to her teaching career.  
In retirement she was active in the community  and played 
an important role in the establishment of the Carleton 
Place hospital.  
 
She died at her home on Bell Street in 1969 and is buried at 
the Auld Kirk  Cemetery near Almonte.  
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Box family’s boathouse, Brown Mill, spring c.1921 

Llew Lloyd and friends at the Pike 
Hole by the back bridges 

Spring of 2019, St. James 
Park 

Spring flooding at the Canoe Club, 1971 

Flooding at Brown’s Point, Mississippi Lake 1947 

High waters at the back bridges 1952 



 
Friday march 25 

6:30 - 9:30 PM 
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Spirit Art: Honouring our Spirit Animals for the Vernal Equinox 

A truly unique evening... with host Janet Beath from “Paint with Janet” 
$60/person includes: 

• introduction to abstract art and experimentation on a small canvas 

• guided meditation to facilitate connecting Spirit Animals. 

• painting on a large canvas after meditation 
 
Snacks, nibbles and beverages will be provided.  
Contact janet.beath@sympatico for details and to reserve your spot. Space is 
limited. All public health protocols will be in place.  

Saturday April 1 

1 - 4 pm   

    Arthur Roy Brown Exhibit Opens 
     
 Join members of The Hackberry Men’s Shed as they display their life-size 
 model of a Sopwith Camel, the airplane made famous by the downing of 
 The Red Baron by our own Roy Brown of Carleton Place in 1918. Artifacts 
 from the Museum's collection will be on display as well as new  
 acquisitions of The Roy Brown Society.  
 

    
         
THURSDAY APRIL 28 Carleton Place and Beckwith Historical Society AGM 

7 PM    Look for more details soon in your inbox and on our social media channels! 
 
 
 

SATURDAY APRIL 30 MOTHER’S DAY TEA AND PAINT 
1 - 4 PM   With host Janet Beath from “Paint with Janet” 
    $50/person includes:  
 

• Paint your favourite tea cup 

• Learn tea etiquette 

• Test your tea trivia 
 
Wear a fascinator and bring your favourite teacup and saucer or use 
one of ours. Tea and fancy nibblies included!  
Contact janet.beath@sympatico for details and to reserve your spot. 
Space is limited. All public health protocols will be in place.  
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This Chauncy Olcott sheet music from 1918 includes 
music for the song  “Little Colleen—Do You Believe in 
Faireis? If You’re Irish, Sure You Do!” 
Donated by Hannah McArton in 1994. 
 
“An Irish Cradle Song” is included in the book “Cradle 
Songs of Many Nations”, printed in 1882 and donated to 
the Museum in 2016 by Collie Scullion.  
 
 


